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Welcome 

 
We are really looking forward to welcoming you and your child to Macaulay 
Academy. We aim to provide a happy, secure, friendly and stimulating 
environment in which children can develop and grow.  We believe that Macaulay 
Primary Academy is a great place to learn and believe that all children can 
succeed and achieve their ambitions through belonging to a nurturing 
environment, facilitating positive aspirations and being exposed to a rich 
language environment. 

As your child joins our Academy, we hope we will be able to work together to 
extend their interests, skills and experience. We are committed to working in 
partnership with parents and carers by working together to provide the best 
experience for your child.  

We hope this booklet answers some of the questions you may have about your 
child starting school. However, as always, if there is any other information you 
require please do not hesitate to contact us using one of the options below. 
 

Telephone the office:   01472 503350 

Email:     info@mpacademy.org.uk 

Website:    https://www.mpacademy.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mr T Herrick 

Head of Academy  
 

 

tel:01472356232343420
mailto:info@mpacademy.org.uk
https://www.mpacademy.org.uk/


 

 

 

Meet the Foundation Stage Team 

   
Mrs L Herrick 

Teacher (EYFS Lead) 
Miss D Stanford 

Teacher (EYFS Lead) 
Miss L Branch Evans 

Teacher 

   
Mrs L Holtham 

Teacher 
Mrs G Raithby 

Nursery Team Leader 
Mrs J Hooper 

Nursery Team Leader 

   
Miss L Woodall 

Teaching Assistant 
Mrs D Howard 

Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Bradshaw 

Nursery Team Leader  

 

  

Mrs Rushby  
Nursery Team Leader  

  



 

 

 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 

The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum has 7 main areas:  

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

• Communication and Language  

• Literacy  

• Mathematics 

• Physical Development 

• Understanding of the World  

• Expressive Arts and Design  

 

At Macaulay Primary Academy, we strongly follow the ethos of the Early 
Excellence Pedagogy, which focuses on the development of learning through 
inspirational teaching and learning. All practitioners teach skills through offering 
children the opportunity to play. Practitioners follow the interests of the children 
and enhance learning provisions in line with this.  

We have recently undergone a huge transformation in the Foundation Unit. The 
unit now offers the children a large open space called ‘The Exploration Room’, 
which meets the needs of the child’s extended play. The children develop all their 
skills from PSE to maths in this area, through their play.  

 



 

 

 

 
What our 

Reception unit 
looks like 
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Reception Outdoor area 



 

 

 

What our unit looks like – Nursery  

                   
 

           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The main entrance 

The playground we play in 
at lunch time  

The toilet area 

The hall where we eat our 
lunch 



 

 

 

The Reception Day 

8.45  Doors are opened at 8.45am so that the 
children can come into school and get 
themselves settled before the start of the 
school day at 9.00am 

8.50 - 9.10  Morning activities  

9.10 - 9.40  Phonics (practising the skills needed to read, 
write and spell) 

9.40 - 11.10 Independent Learning Time (Children can 
choose activities either indoors or outdoors 
and will spend some time working with an 
adult) 

11.10 - 11.30 Maths or Reading 
11.30 - 11.45 Songs and handwashing 

11.45 - 12.45 Lunch (Children will eat their lunch in the 
main hall and then spend time playing 
outside) 

12.45 - 1.10 Phonics  

1.10 - 2.30 Independent Learning Time 

2.30 – 2.50 Maths or Reading 
2.50 – 3.05 Story Time 

3.05 – 3.15 Collecting our things for home time and 
songs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

The Nursery morning session 
 

8.45 Doors open 

8.45 - 9.00 Morning activities and register 
9.00 –  9.20 Phonics (Speaking and listening games)  

9.20 – 11.00  Independent Learning time (Children can 
choose activities either indoors or outdoors 
and will spend some time working with an 
adult) 

11.00 - 11.10 Tidy up time 
11.10 – 11.10 Squiggle whilst you wiggle (motor skills) 

11.30 – 11.50  Nursery rhymes and stories   
11.45  Lunchtime (or home time for children who 

only attend a morning session) 

 

The Nursery afternoon session 

12.20 – 12.35  Afternoon activities and register 

12.35 – 12.55 Phonics (Speaking and listening games)  
12.55 – 2.30  Independent Learning time (Children can 

choose activities either indoors or outdoors 
and will spend some time working with an 
adult) 

2.30 – 2.40 Tidy up time 

2.40 – 3.00 Squiggle whilst you wiggle (motor skills) 
3.00 – 3.10  Nursery rhymes and stories   

3.10 – 3.20  Getting ready for home time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Breakfast club 

We have a breakfast club held in the main hall for any children that require it 
from 8:00 am to 8:45 am. The cost is £1 per day and children can choose from 
cereal, toast, bagels, fruit and a selection of juices. Children can attend breakfast 
club Monday through to Friday or just on selected days. All payments are made 
through the Parent Pay App.  

 
 

 

 

 

Settling In and Routines 

Starting school is an exciting time for children and we aim to make it as happy as 
possible. To allow children time to settle in and get used to the environment we 
have transition days and make link with children’s current settings.  

At the beginning of the year we would like to invite you to come into the 
classroom and help your child find their own labelled peg and tray. The children 
will have an activity on the carpet to complete. As the year goes on and the 
children become more comfortable and familiar with this, we would encourage 
you to let your child do this on their own to build their independence. 
 
For Nursery children, visit sessions will be arranged so your child gets to meet 
their Teacher and we can discuss their likes/dislikes and any other important 
information you wish for us to know. These will be held before your child starts 
their first day with us in our Nursery setting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Journey and Tapestry 

We will carry out regular observations of your child to help us understand and 
support their individual learning and development. We want to really get to know 
your child as a unique individual and their interests. The more we understand 
about your child, the better we can support their learning. These observations 
will be used to inform our planning and will be recorded on Tapestry. 

Tapestry is an online learning journey of your child’s development. You can have 
access to your child’s learning journey and can view it at any time you wish. When 
your child enters Nursery/Reception, we set your child up with an account, and 
provide you with a secure username and password. This will enable you to view 
your child’s learning journey and see everything that they have been up to. You 
will receive an e-mail every time a new observation has been uploaded. 
Observations can include; pictures, videos or quotes of what your child has 
done/said.  

If you wish you can also add your own observations to Tapestry from home. We 
love to see what the children have been up to and strongly believe that working 
together supports your child and gives them the best learning opportunities. We 
value your input and would love to see any events, activities or achievements 
that have happened at home.  

We hold two Parent’s/Carers evenings throughout the year and send out a 
detailed report in the Summer term. Your child’s report will state where they are 
in their learning in relation to the Early Learning Goals.  

It is essential that you download the Tapestry App, as this is our main form of 
communication in the Foundation stage.  

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Attendance and Punctuality 

 
Attendance at Macaulay is an extremely high priority, we would like children in 
school at all times to ensure they are learning and thriving in every lesson, every 
day. Arriving late or missing learning can have an impact on their learning. 
 
We would please ask that you make sure your child arrives at school on time 
every day. Our attendance team are here to help and support you in getting your 
child into school, on time, and ready to learn should you require any support. 
 

Absences 

Although regular attendance is very important, if your child is ill they are better 
staying at home until they are well enough to gain full benefit from school. Please 
let us know as soon as possible if children are absent so that this can be recorded. 
Please telephone the office on 01472 503350. It is our school policy to phone 
parents if your child is not in school and we have not had any contact. 

Please be aware that holidays in term-time can only be authorised in exceptional 
circumstances. If you take your child out of school for an unauthorised holiday, 
you may be issued with a penalty notice once your child has reached 5 years of 
age. Request forms are available from the main office. 
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Our School Uniform 

 
We want all our pupils at Macaulay Academy 
to feel that they belong and have a real sense 
of pride in our school.  
 
Our School Uniform consists of the following: 
 
Winter Uniform 

• Sweatshirt or cardigan in blue 

• White polo-shirt 

• Pinafore or skirt in black or grey 

• Trousers in black or grey 
 
Summer Uniform 

• Optional – blue and check/striped summer dress or black/grey shorts. 
 
Footwear 

• Please ensure that your child wears sensible black school shoes (no 
strappy sandals or trainers). 

 
PE Kit 

• White T-shirt and plain black shorts  

• Black plimsoles or trainers 

• In colder weather children may wear plain tracksuits and/or a jumper 
 
Jewellery 

• Please avoid sending your child to school in jewellery that can be either 
lost or damaged. Stud earrings, that are circular and flat, may be worn 
and be removed for P.E.  

 
Labelling items 

• It is really helpful if you can please clearly label all items of your child’s 
clothing. This helps us to return misplaced items quickly, back to the 
correct child. 

 
Where to purchase  

• Sweatshirts with the academy logo can be purchased from the academy 
office or from the Uniform Direct shop in Grimsby Town centre. 



 

 

 

 

Outdoor Clothing 

We work inside and outside in all weathers so please ensure your child comes 
to school with suitable clothing for different weathers;  

Hot weather 

• Sun hat 

• Sun cream  
 
Cold/wet weather  

• Warm coat with a hood 

• Gloves 

• Scarf 

• Hat  

• Wellies  

 
It’s not dirt its learning! 

 
Due to the nature of the learning taking place in Foundation Stage the children 
can often come home a little messy! Although, where possible children wear 
aprons and outdoor wetsuits. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Snacks and Lunchtime 
 

Milk and Snack  

Your child may have milk, water and a piece of fruit every day, this is free for all 
children in Reception. We encourage children to wash their own hands and get 
their own milk and snack when they feel ready. These independence skills are a 
very important part of your child’s development. Please make us aware of any 
allergies your child may have when you fill in their admission to school forms. 

Lunchtime  

In Reception, all children are entitled to a free school meal at lunchtime. Dinners 
are ordered in advance using an order form. These forms will be sent out to you 
separately ready to order your child’s dinners.  

Children are welcome to bring their own packed lunch if they wish. Please could 
we ask that the food provided is healthy and balanced. 

Dinners are eaten in the main school hall. Reception children go for dinner at 
11:45 before the rest of the school so that they can be supported with getting 
their food from the counter. 

Nursery children are not entitled to a free school meal however you can purchase 
one for £2.20 a day. Please ask your child’s teacher for a form so you can order 
your dinners online in advance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Behaviour 
 

We have three academy expectations for behaviour: 

• Be Safe 

• Be Respectful 

• Be Responsible 
 

Good to be Green 
 

We follow the ‘Good to be Green’ traffic light system at our academy. This is 
consistently used in every classroom and children are rewarded for their good 
behaviour on Friday afternoons with activities such as baking, arts and crafts, 
iPads etc.  
 

Parents as partners 
 
We welcome and value your support as a parent or carer. We know that parental 
involvement has a strong and positive influence on a child’s level of 
attainment: the more parents get involved the higher the level of the pupil's 
attainment. As a school we are committed to working closely with families to 
ensure we are able to provide the best education and provision for your 
son/daughter. This can be achieved through open communication and ensuring 
that we effectively share information, we have an open-door policy and welcome 
any information or concerns you have to ensure we can effectively support your 
child in school.  

 
Please make us aware of any changes in home circumstances that may affect your 
child in school, such as the loss of a pet, a death in the family, a separation or 
reconciliation. We are here to support you as well as your child. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Keeping your child safe 

Please inform Early Years staff if someone other than parents are going to pick 
up your child. Only people listed on your child’s collection form will be allowed to 
collect your child from school. The office can also be contacted on 01472 503350 
if needed. If the office have been notified that someone different is collecting 
they will need to know the child’s date of birth. 

Personal information 

It is really important that your contact information stays up to date so that school 
can contact you. Please pass any updated information (including phone numbers) 
to the office as soon as possible to avoid any confusion.  

Medical 

It is very important that we are informed of any medical conditions and allergies 
relating to your child. We can only give medication prescribed by a doctor and 
we ask that you fill in a form, from the office, detailing this if it is required.  

Developing Independence 

Where possible we encourage children to become independent learners. We 
encourage children to:  

·  Put on/take off their coat and hang it up on their peg.  
·  Fasten their zip or buttons.  
·  Put their shoes on their correct feet.  
·  Dress/undress (P.E).  
·  Wash and dry their hands.  
·  Tidy up after themselves.  
 

Ideally, your child should be able to use the toilet independently; however we are 
aware that this may not be possible in rare circumstances. We will respect and 
give your child the upmost care and support when dealing with toileting issues. 
If your child has an accident or needs assistance, two adults take care of the 
situation as this complies with our safeguarding policy.  

Should your child have any problems regarding toileting, please let us know so 
we can help your child with this area.  

 

tel:01472356232343420


 

 

 

Preparing your child for starting school 

Starting school is a really exciting time but it can be a little daunting for some 
children. We have put together a list of things that may help your child to start 

Foundation stage.  

 
• Talk to your child about starting school. What do they think it will be like? 

What are they most looking forward to? Is there anything they are a little 
worried about?  
 

• Look at the pictures provided in this booklet so your child knows what their 
surrounding will look like.  

 
• Read books together about starting school. 

 
• Help them learn some of the things they will need to do at school such as 

putting their coat on and fastening it by themselves and using a knife and 
fork. 

 
• Teach your child to write their first name with a capital letter at the 

beginning (Foundation Stage Children). 
 

Homework and reading books  
As the year progresses and your child has fully settled into school life here at 
Macaulay, homework activities and reading books will be sent home. 
 

Trips and Visits 
Over the year we have various trips or visitors are invited into school to enhance 
the children’s learning. Letters will be sent out to inform you of any upcoming 
trips. This year’s trips and visits will all be dependent upon the current Covid 19 
social distancing restrictions.  

 
Our school site 

Please be aware that smoking, bringing dogs onto the premises and using mobile 
phones are not permitted on our site. We thank you for following these rules to 
keep our children safe.   

 
School dates  

All information about events and term dates can be found on our website. 
 

 



 

 

 

Parent consent forms 
 

Please fill in the forms provided with this booklet and return them to school as 
soon as possible either by putting them in an envelope and leaving at the school 
reception or posting to our school address: 

 
Macaulay Academy 

Macaulay Street 
Grimsby 
NE Lincs 

DN31 2ES 
  


